Schistosoma mansoni: determination of the sex of cercariae using a nonradioactively labelled DNA probe.
Cercarial sex determination protocol which utilizes nonradioactive nucleic acid labelling with digoxigenin (DIG)-11-dUTR, offers a rapid "clean" identification of the sex of Schistosoma mansoni cercaria. DIG labelled pW1-DNA (plasmid female-specific genomic DNA clone--W1) hybridized with the native cercarial DNA, and hybridization signals are visualized with Lumigen PPD. Results obtained are comparable with those obtained with the 32P labelled pW1.